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BUILDWIN Pty. Ltd.

BUILDWIN Administrative Software

VERSION 5.01 Release Notes

August 2010

GENERAL ENHANCEMENTS

A Milestone Development:

Our previous major release 4.03 (June 09), had allowed us to implement an effective system Icon, for announcing that new patches were available on the Buildwin website.  

Menu Item SP2/1`9 (=Patches) was provided as a convenient process for installation of all the patches, including the recently released ones.

We trust that System Managers would have appreciated these measures

This Version now also implements the forecast upgrade of our Database language to Visual FoxPro version 9 (from current version 6).

The intermediate versions (7 and 8), did not have advantages for Buildwin users, whilst this latest version will allow improved reporting abilities amongst other advantages.

This latest version of “the Fox” has offered many possibilities but, as we discovered, the implementation of those features has been extremely demanding in offsetting consequent ramifications and traps.

We will not keep you in suspense and concerns, but list what has been achieved:

Main New Features:

1. Screen sizing for individual Workstations – SP1/13

2. New Look Main Menu

3. Better compatibility with Windows 7

4. Faster Processing

5. Better Security for temporary Files

6. Variable Main Menu background colour

The real joy from the new Version will be found on entering the system after the upgrade routine, which will be detailed in a Buildwin numbered document (= 9200 – Installation and Upgrade Version 5)

1. Screen Sizing – SP1/13

The message in the yellow-orange section reminds the user of the fact that any change made will apply only to the Workstation currently in use.
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The options in the green section offer two distinct results:

Window Size:

The user needs to select the traditional “Alter” Icon from the Buildwin Toolbar before a change can be affected.

The easiest way is to type in 120%, which our testing has revealed will fully fill the screen for the window definition of 1024 x 768 pixels

If your Window Display selection was for a finer definition, one may need to experiment, but the advantage is that any nomination will come into effect Immediately upon applying the Buildwin Taskbar Save Icon.

Main Menu Style:
The system has for many years provided an alternative Display of the Main Menu, which applies neither graphics nor Colour, as shown:
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Company selection

Screen Selection

1. Registered User Names
2. Company Details & Program Controls

3. Set Passwords for Access Levels

4. Program Access Levels

5. Set Texts

6. Temporary Access Level Change

7. Clear Program Locks

8. Module Lockouts

9. System Lockout

10. Printers

11. Nominate for Labour Cost Rate Balancing
12. Operate on Database Tables

13. User Settings
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This used to be an option available in SP1/2 under the “Extra” Tab, for users who considered our regular format “too tizzy”?

That label is subjective under all circumstances, so we have responded without emotion with the “Grey box” alternative.

The special advance is that in the past the “Grey” alternative would have been “global”, whilst Version 5 has made the option limited to the Workstation user who made the preference

2. The New Look Main  Menu

The screen sizing option described just then, played havoc with our Main Screen special “Module Icons” and we had to make re-designs, which could cope with this very fancy “pixel-magic” of feature 1

We present a “screen-dump” of the new replacement look:
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We hope that your preference remains with our selection (of colour and graphics), but this new option in SP2/13 offers an alternative.

Please note that the “Force Crash” button(s) is an “Internal” option for us during our extensive testing and will not be available in the final version for our users

3. & 4.
Compatibility with Windows 7 and faster processing.
This issue is highly technical, but in short, the installation procedure of the new Version allows us to write more details into the Windows registry, which in turn will eliminate some previously un-controllable crashes.  The issue also contributes to the claim of faster processing.

5 Management of Temporary Files

Equally technical is the process of printing reports. 

Invariably the data required in any report has to be compiled and processed from various sources and we deploy temporary files for that purpose.  

With the evolution of the software since 1980, the naming and management of these “temps” had become “less than streamlined”.

We have taken the opportunity to now use the famous “random-number generator and store the temporary files on each users’ C:/ drive under the inevitable Buildwin folder.  A mechanism is installed to delete all these files on the closure of Buildwin at each Workstation.

This element underscores the need to close Buildwin at the end of each day’s processing by every user.

6. Variable Main Menu background colour

At popular request we have made it possible to have each company database define it main menu background colour. 
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Shown here is a typical example, where the yellow was selected from the palette identified below, as a change from the standard “blue”
This is achieved in SP1/2 – Tab = “Extra”, which is displayed next:
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When in this menu item the “Alter” button is pressed, the colour palette will appear from which a colour can be selected. 

Once highlighted, press “Set” to implement the selection

It is noted that it may also be a colourful way of identifying backups, so as not to accidentally make entries into an archived backup
Finally
All the details of the Patches since November 09 have been incorporated, as well as many other minor consequential refinements of a multitude of screens

We have decided not to list them individually, as we have learned that the effort to acquaint oneself was generally not rated worthwhile.  

None will require new techniques or different understanding of our powerful system, save for the ability to add Fuel Tax Credits in the BAS statements.
A late minute adjustment has also been made to offer the Debtor master data to be extracted into a spreadsheet for label printing for a mail-out to clients.

We would welcome your comments
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